Critical Reading and Conversation 批判閱讀與會話
Instructor: Hsin-Hsin Cindy Lee 李欣欣 
Course Description:
本課目的在
── 藉由閱讀英文有關媒體、性別、生物複製等文化議題的文章訓練學生批判思考和閱讀能力；
── 藉由口語會話練習學生表達自己意見。

This course aims to help students develop critical reading and thinking abilities, and, in addition, articulate personal opinions through speaking and conversation exercises. The reading texts and conversation topics will invite students to consider many interesting questions regarding popular cultural issues. 

Grading Requirements: 

Please do prepare for the heavy workload!

1. 8 Critical Reading Responses 八份閱讀心得 20%
After reading an article, it is compulsory to post at least one response on line.  The minimum length of each response is 50 words.  Your response should demonstrate your understanding of the reading text and express personal opinions.  The responses will be reviewed by the teacher or the teaching assistant regularly.    

2. 2 Critical Listening Papers 10%
Listening is always an essential part of communication.  During mid-term and final presentations, you need to listen to your classmates carefully, learning from as well as evaluating their opinions.    

3. Mid-term Evaluation 期中評量：口頭報告與筆試 (oral presentation and a written test) 30%
The topic for mid-term presentation (pair talk) will be announced during the semester.  The length of each pair talk is 4-5 minutes.  Vocabulary and essay questions of reading texts 1-4 will be tested.   
4. Final Evaluation期末評量：口頭報告與筆試(oral presentation and a written test) 40% 
The topic for final presentation (pair talk) will be announced during the semester.  The length of each pair talk is 10 minutes.  Please hand in the recording of your oral presentation.  Vocabulary and essay questions of reading texts 5-8 will be tested.   

Course Schedule:
	Week
	Reading and Speaking Activity  
	Assignment 

	2/28
	Holiday 
	-

	3/07
	Introduction to critical reading and speaking (on campus 1)
	-

	3/14
	Topic A: 時尚 Fashion/Text 1: “Weighing In”  
	Response 1

	3/21
	Topic B: 廣告Advertising/Text 2: “A Brand by Any Other Name”
	Response 2 

	3/28
	Conversation Practice (on campus 2)
	-

	4/04
	Holiday
	-

	4/11
	Topic C: 家庭生活 Family/ Text 3: “Nostalgia as Ideology”
	Response 3

	4/18
	Topic D: 生物複製Humans/ Text 4: “Designer Babies”
	Response 4

	4/25
	Mid-term Exam (on campus 3)
	-

	5/02
	Mid-term Presentation (on campus 4)
	-

	5/09
	Topic E: 性別Gender/ Text 5: “Girls, We Really Are Our Own Worst Enemies”
	Response 5

	5/16
	Topic F: 運動 Sports/ Text 6: “Where Are the Heroes?” 
	Response 6

	5/23
	Conversation Practice (on campus 5)
	-

	5/30
	Topic G: 刻板印象 Stereotyping/ Text 7: “Three Days in a New York City Jail”
	Response 7

	6/06
	Topic G 戰爭 Text 8: “Are You a Terrorist, or Do You Play One on TV?” 
	Response 8

	6/13
	Final Exam (on campus 6)

Recording of final presentation due
	-


