輔仁大學開授遠距教學課程計畫書
1、 課程基本資料：

	課程名稱
	英文閱讀(一)︰閱讀美國文化

	開課單位（系所、中心、其他）
	外語學院（理外民）

	授課教師姓名及職稱與e-mail
	陳奏賢 講師
tobe.ornot@msa.hinet.net

	課程類別（學位班、在職進修班、推廣教育班、國際合作班、其他班別）
	英語菁英學程

	學分數及選課別(必修、選修)
	2 學分 (選修)

	開課期間（開課起訖日期或開課學年度及學期）
	99學年度第一學期

	預計修課人數（校內及校外分別招收人數）
	40人（一個TA），如人數增加則申請TA 補助

最高上限為60人

	課程公告網址
	


二、教學目標

This course is designed to enable students, by constantly reading the texts about US culture and through weekly participation in the online activities,
· to improve their English continuously;
· to understand major aspects of US culture;
· to read articles from the newspapers and magazines of the United States with understanding of their cultural aspects;
· to discuss American films with greater understanding; and
· to think about the issues of the culture they situate through reading and discussing different culture.
本課程藉由讓學生持續的閱讀關於美國文化的文章，並於每週參與課程線上活動，修畢後，學生應該可以

· 持續改進英文能力；
· 了解美國文化的主要層面；

· 閱讀美國報章雜誌較得心應手，並了解其背後的文化；

· 更透徹地討論美國電影；
· 藉由閱讀與討論不同的文化，來思考自身所處文化裡的議題。
三、適合修讀對象

Students with good basic English reading and writing skills who want to learn more about American culture and improve their reading comprehension [有基本英語閱讀與寫作能力，對美國文化感興趣並想改進英語閱讀能力者。]

四、課程內容大綱

“America is not a place,” said Clotaire Rapaille, “It is a dream.”  For many young people in Taiwan, what occurs in their mind when talking about US culture may be the famous sports teams such as New York Yankees, Boston Red Sox, and Los Angeles Lakers.  One may also think of the pop stars Michael Jackson and Madonna, or the political figures Barack Obama and Hilary Clinton.  But how do we understand US culture beyond these names, through films and news articles?  The famous writer Ralph Waldo Emerson has commented on this new nation: 

So in this continent, the energy of Irish, Germans, Swedes, Poles and all the European tribes, of the Africans, and of the Polynesians—will construct a new race, a new religion, a new state.
However, this nation is no longer new, and it has quite a big share of problems, shadows and contradictions.  How do we, as both non-Americans and ESL (English as second language) learners, come to know the contradictions and dream of freedom and democracy in US culture?
The purpose of this course is to introduce the social and cultural diversity of American culture today, and in some historical perspectives.  To make the culture vividly present, this course will use films and news articles, cooperating with discussion questions and other learning activities, to engage students intellectually and imaginatively so that the course aims to 

· help improve students’ English abilities by reading the articles related to US culture;

· broaden students’ understanding of US culture by the use of different media;

· open doors to intercultural communication on the cultural issues in both US and Taiwan.
To achieve these goals this course will in the first place focus on the general introduction to US culture.  Then the second part will be using foru different but related divisions to understand US culture: the US society, the literature of US, US in the 1960s, and the popular culture in US.  Hopefully, in the end of this semester, students will not only apprehend the main issues in US culture, but also get some broader perspectives to look at Taiwan’s cultural issues more objectively.

In this course the assigned readings will be from the handouts (newspaper and magazine articles), F. Scott Fitzgerald’s novel The Great Gatsby, and the textbook Contemporary America by Russell Duncan & Joseph Goddard (written for the non-Americans and non-English speakers).  We will also be viewing the materials from the Internet, like photos, short media clips from Youtube 

Religion and family life, business and politics, education

Reference Book:

Duncan, Russell & Joseph Goddard.  Contemporary America.  Palgrave Macmillan, 2009.

Tentative Working Schedule
	Week
	Focus
	Assigned Reading
	Quiz & Assignment

	1
	Course Introduction / Paper Format / Technical Instruction [Classroom]
	
	

	2
	Unit 1  History and Cultural Groundings

of the United States
1-1  The Frontier Heritage and The Early
 Settlers

1-2  Protestantism and its influence on American values
	1. Textbook Chapter One & Six
2. Movies recommended: 

Far and Away and Cold Mountain
	Online Discussion 1

	3
	Unit 2 Society of the United States: Class, Diversity, and Family美國社會: 階級，多元性與家庭
2-1  The six basic values: individual freedom, self-reliance, equality of opportunity, competition, material wealth, and hard work. 
2-2  Ethnic and Racial Diversity in The United States

 美國的階級與多元族群
	1. “The Cult of Ethnicity” (doc)
2. American at The Crossroads (part) (ppt)
3. Asian American Experiences in the United States(part)
4. Movies recommended: 

Color Purple
	Online Discussion 2

	4
	Film: Gran Torino – Its Language and Issues
[Classroom]
	1. Glossary for Gran Torino

2. Previewing Gran Torino
	Group Discussion

	5
	Discussion of Film: Ethnic Diversity and Generation Gap
	1. Postviewing points Gran Torino
2. The Great Gatsby (1)
	Online Discussion 3

	6
	2-3  American Family and the Rise of the Individual 家庭與個人的崛起
	1. Diversity articles (pdf)
2. Glossary: Diversity Articles (doc)
3. American family reading (pdf)
4. Glossary: American Family (doc)
	Journal 1

	7
	Film: My Big Fat Greek Wedding – Its Language and Issues [Classroom]
	1. Glossary for My Big Fat Greek Wedding (doc)
	Online Discussion 4

	8
	Discussion of Film: Family and the American Identity
	1. Postviewing points My Big Fat Greek Wedding
2. The Great Gatsby (2)
	Online Discussion 5

	9
	Midterm Exam[Classroom]

	10
	Literature of The United States
	1. The Great Gatsby (3)

2. Novel recommended: Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
	Online Discussion 6

	11
	Unit 3  The United States of America in the 1960s  1960年代的美國
3-1  The 1960s and American Culture: The Cultural Big Bang美國文化的60年代
	1. 1969 in New York Times
2. “Taking Stock”
3. “A Peace Train Rides Again”
4. Movies recommended: 

Ang Lee’s Taking Woodstock
	Journal 2

	12
	3-2  American Civil Rights Movements: Race, Ethnic, and Women 美國社會運動：種族、族裔與女性
	1. Courtney article (doc)
2. Glossary – Courtney Article (doc)
3. Robert Frank’s The Americans (Part)(ppt)
Reference: King’s “I Have A Dream” Speech
	Group Report Proposal Due

Online Discussion 7

	13
	3-3  Bob Dylan, the Beat Generation, and the Counter-cultural Movement 鮑伯狄倫、垮掉的一代與反主流文化運動
	1. Bob Dylan Live 1966 Clips
2. Reference: bobdylan.com
3. Movie Recommended: I am not there
	Journal 3

	14
	Unit 4  American Popular Culture美國流行文化
4-1  Mass Entertainment in the Global Era: Film and TV 全球化時代下的美國大眾娛樂：電影與電視

	1. “Formulas in American Popular Culture” (doc)
2. “Popular Music As Cultural Industry”(PDF)

3. “Madonna: Material Girl” (PDF)
4. “Fun-Loving Sponge Keeps It Clean” (doc)
	Online Discussion 8

	15
	4-2  Jazz and Blue爵士樂與藍調
	1. “Beginner’s Guide and History—How to Listen to the Blues” (doc)

2. Movie Recommended: The Talented Mr. Ripley
	Online Discussion 9

	16
	4-3  Popular Music: From The Beatles to Michael Jackson 流行音樂: 從披頭四到麥克傑克遜
	1. “On the Beatles”(PDF)

2. “Turning the Beatles’ Oeuvre Into a Scholarly Pursuit” (doc)
3. “How Michael Jackson Became a Pop God” (doc)
4. The Tragedy of Michael Jackson
	Online Discussion 10

	17
	Group Report 1 [Classroom]

	18
	Group Report 2 [Classroom]


五、教學方式（可複選）

( 提供線上課程主要及補充教材
( 提供線上非同步教學
( 有線上教師或線上助教

( 提供面授教學，次數：　6　次，總時數：　12 小時

( 提供線上同步教學，次數：　6　次，總時數：　12 小時

· 其它：請說明：

六、學習管理系統呈現內容是否包含以下角色及功能（有包含者請打(）

1.提供給系統管理者進行學習管理系統資料庫管理
( 個人資料

( 課程資訊

( 其他相關資料管理功能
2.提供教師(助教)、學生必要之學習管理系統功能
( 最新消息發佈、瀏覽
( 教材內容設計、觀看、下載

( 成績系統管理及查詢

( 進行線上測驗、發佈

( 學習資訊

( 互動式學習設計(聊天室或討論區)

□ 各種教學活動之功能呈現

□ 其他相關功能
七、師生互動討論方式（包括教師時間、E-mail信箱、對應窗口等）
教師時間、E-mail信箱、JoinNet線上討論室、討論區、留言板
八、作業繳交方式（例如是否提供線上說明作業內容、線上即時作業填答、作業檔案上傳及下載、線上測驗、成績查詢、或其他做法）
透過群英網，提供線上說明作業內容、線上即時作業填答、作業檔案上傳及下載、線上測驗、成績查詢。
九、成績評量方式（包括考試方式、考評項目其所佔總分比率）
1. Weekly Assignments (45%)
a. 3 Journals (15%)—Each Journal (5%)
b. 10 Online Discussions (30%)—Each Discussion (3%) 

2. Group Report [Blog Production] (30%)

3. Group Discussion and Performance (10%)

4. Midterm Exam (15%)
十、上課注意事項

一般準則︰「無法規律用電腦上網、或沒有自發學習精神者者請勿修此課」。

修課學生應已具備基礎英文閱讀能力與初級英文寫作能力。
