Frequently-Made Grammatical Errors
常犯文法錯誤
[active/passive voice]主動、被動

	1. 
	Base on 

	e.g.
	Every word you write down must base on historical fact. (X)


時式﹔Sometimes 句型 

	1. e.g.
	On the Net nobody ever known who you are. Sometimes you can be just a children studying in elementary school. And sometimes you could be a person who is not true. 

	
	(   On the Net nobody ever knows who you are. Sometimes you can pretend to be a child studying in an elementary school, and sometimes you can be a princess.


用字用法

	1
	Confusing “its” (genitive case) and “it’s” (abbreviation of “it is”)

	2.
	Something vs. anything -- 
Something 肯定句 以及請問句 – 1) I’ve got something to say.  2) Can I get you something to eat? 

Anything 否定、疑問句 1) I don’t have anything to do with this crime. 2) Is there anything wrong?

	3. 
	Always vs. never – 

Always肯定句 ﹔否定句是部份否定 － I don’t always like to dance; it depends on whether I’m in the mood for it.  
Never  否定 －  

Ever 曾經 － 疑問句 Have you ever thought about the meaning of life?  Yes, I once thought about it, but it’s too hard for me.


主動詞一致

	1
	subject-verb agreement 主動詞一致

	e.g.
	Food price soar.  (X) 
( Food prices were soaring.


Preposition 介系詞 (不及物動詞要接介系詞﹔至於動詞接的是什麼介系詞，以及位置介系詞的習慣用法﹔可以查Cambridge http://dictionary.cambridge.org/  or 顏氏 http://www.onlinedict.com/  )
	e.g.
	Find someone to talk.

	
	( Find someone to talk to. 

	e.g.
	Argue about/over;  views on marriage;  apologize for; 


	e.g. 
	By the argument, they can know more about others’ views and find the true meaning of love.

	
	Through arguing with each other, they get to know more about each other’s views and find the true meanings of love.  


名詞︰單複數
	e.g.
	make friends with

	
	the surroundings 


詞性︰

	e.g.
	More important and More importantly 都可以做副詞片語。

	
	use: More [Most] important [importantly], we now have the right answer.
http://www.bartleby.com/68/61/3161.html 


名詞＋冠詞︰
	e.g.
	make efforts to 

make an effort to 

	e.g.
	give me a break




	Syntax – Sentence Construction句構  
(句子基本結構，請參考︰Tracy’s Grammar http://www.etweb.fju.edu.tw/tracy/highschool/site_map.htm﹔請由網站的範例看句子如何由基本句型增加元素變成複合句 ) 
基本原則︰

1. 簡單句的基本元素是主詞加動詞（五大句型請參考Tracy’s Grammar）。
2. 一個簡單句只有一個動詞，除非這個句子有不定詞 (to) 或是連接詞。
3. 有連接詞的句子就是複雜句(complex sentence)或是複合句(compound sentence)。

Simple 

My friend liked to dance. I do not like to do it. 

Compound 

My friend liked to dance, but I don’t. 
Complex 

Although friend liked to dance, I don’t. (主要子句)

4. 在複合句中，兩個子句對等，同樣重要。
5. 在複雜句中，一個是主要子句，一個是附屬子句﹔主要子句提出主要想法，附屬子句修飾或解釋它。

6. 選擇用什麼句型和什麼連接詞和文章所發展的邏輯相關。

7. 形容詞子句有限定用法與非限定用法。限定用法不要逗點，用來侷限主要子句，而非限定用法（比如修飾特定的人物──我的父親、Abraham Lincoln）則是補充修飾。




句構一︰句子元素

	1
	having two verbs in one sentence; 一個句子有兩個動詞卻沒有連接詞或是不定詞(to)

	e.g.
	When is the ice destroys the pavement?  (X)

	
	( When does the ice destroy the pavement?

	
	They chatted about their same occupations and everything happened on their side


	
	( They chatted about the teaching jobs they each have and everything happening to them.

	2
	Fragment: mistaking a phrase as the independent sentence(把片語當成句子)

	e.g.
	On a snowy slope that cover any shelter. (X) 沒有主詞動詞。

	
	( On a snowy slope far from any shelter, there was a dog dying. On a snowy slope far from any shelter, there was a dog dying.

	
	Because the course of true love never did run smooth. [Because 是連接詞，所以這句是子句。]

	
	( They are ready to face difficulties, because the course of true love never did run smooth.

	3
	Comma splice 用逗點斷句﹔沒有連接詞

	
	We met in the front of the wicket of a theater, at that time a film had run for five days. （此二句的重疊處是地點，所以可用where。）

	
	( We met in the front of the wicket of a theater, where a film had run for five days at that time.


句構二︰連接詞VS. 副詞

	4
	mistaking “however,” “therefore” and “even” as conjunctions “However” and “therefore” 是副詞，不是連接詞，所以要用分詞或是句點接兩個句子。

	e.g.
	However ( He tried his best to stay calm.  However, the students were not only noisy but also disobedient, so he finally lost his temper.   

The movie got mostly positive reviews, even some critics found the acting unconvincing. 

( The movie got mostly positive reviews, even though some critics found the acting unconvincing.  


句構三︰連接詞與邏輯 

	5
	logic with using “and” and “but” 邏輯與連接詞

	e.g.
	1) The movie got mostly positive reviews, and some critics found the acting unconvincing. (X)

2) The factory once employed 500 persons, and now there is a parking lot in its place. (X)
3). The factory once employed 500 persons, so now there is a parking lot in its place.

4). The factory once employed 500 persons; therefore, now there is a parking lot in its place.
(* In its place = 「取而代之」)

	
	( 1) The movie got mostly positive reviews, but some critics found the acting unconvincing. 
( 2) The factory once employed 500 persons, but now there is a parking lot in its place.
OR: The factory once employed 500 persons; however, now there is a parking lot in its place.


句構四︰關係代名詞

	6
	antecedent-relative pronoun agreement前置詞與關係代名詞一致

	e.g.
	The man I dislike which was slimy but cool.  (X) （關係代名詞要緊接著前置詞﹔which接事物，who接人。）

	
	( The man whom I dislike was slimy but cool.

	7
	confusing the restricted and non-restricted relative clauses 限制性和非限制性關係子句

	e.g.
	Frederick Douglass had been an illiterate slave who became a famous speaker and writer. (沒有逗點)

Frederick Douglass who was a famous speaker and writer had been an illiterate slave.  

	
	( Frederick Douglass had been an illiterate slave, who later became a famous speaker and writer. 

( Frederick Douglass, who was a famous speaker and writer, had been an illiterate slave. （加底線者是主要子句）

	e.g.
	Crying which restores chemical balance to the body is supposed to make us feel better.  

	
	( Crying, which restores chemical balance to the body, is supposed to make us feel better.  

	e.g.
	Yiddish which was spoken by Jews in Eastern Europe gave us bagel, chutzpah and kosher.

	
	( Yiddish, which was spoken by Jews in Eastern Europe, gave us bagel, chutzpah(厚顏無恥) and kosher (合於猶太戒律的食物).

	8.
	誤用關係代名詞 or “say that,” “explain that” 句型 

	
	Neal explained to her for the reason of college life, which Neal is busy in all kinds of activities. 

	
	( Neal explained to her that in college he was busy with all kinds of activities. [explain + that + 子句，不需要加which]


