Instructor: H. Cindy Lee

Writing a Paragraph

*The unique elements of an ESSAY are:

· Topic 

· Introductory Paragraph  

· Supporting Paragraphs

· Concluding Paragraph

*The elements of a PARAGRAPH are:

· A controlling idea/topic

· A topic sentence

· Supporting sentences (containing supporting ideas)
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*The key stages of writing a good paragraph:

1. CHOOSE a topic

· There can be many ideas or topics for a single paragraph.  Narrowing topics form a general one is the first step.

· What to write? Many writers ask themselves.  To help you generate a good idea, try to keep your writing PURPOSE and AUDIENCE in mind!

2. ORGANIZE your ideas:

In English writing, organizing your ideas in a logical order is the key to good prewriting/writing.  Organization can be done in many ways, for example:

· By Grouping 

· By Time Order  

· By Space 

· By Rank Order    












Topic sentence (In the 1st or 2nd line.)





Supporting sentence A





Supporting sentence B, C, etc.





Concluding Sentence






































