Instructor: H. Cindy Lee

Organize Ideas by Time 

 I. Concept:





  Event 1             Event 2               Event 3            Event 4 …

II. Functions:

· To describe events over a period time (Ex: diary, biography, story, etc.)

· To show works or steps in a process (Ex: manuscript, report, news, etc.)
III. Method:

· Use signal words to show time relationships.  

· It will help your readers follow you from one point to another.  
IV. Signal Words:

· First, …  Second, …  Third, …  Finally, …
· Before…; After… ; and then…  ; Next, …  ; Later, …  

· From … to …; Until… ; Not until…  

· On Monday/Tuesday; February 25, 2003

· At night/noon/7:00am

· In the morning/afternoon; In year 2004

Organizing Ideas by Time

       Examples Written by Students

2002-2003

I. Biography

The first Woman Doctor in the United States  (By Stacey)

Elizabeth Blackwell was not only the first woman doctor in the USA, but also famous for her contribution to women’s medical education.  She was born in February 3, 1921, in Bristol, England.  When she was 11 years old, her family immigrated to New York City.  She then grew up and studied in the states.  Years later, she graduated from Geneva Medical School in New York in 1849.  However, as a woman, she couldn’t get a job in a hospital.  Later, in 1853, she opened the New York Infirmary on her own.  Before she assisted in founding the London School of Medicine for women in 1975, she opened the Women’s Medical College of the New York Infirmary in 1968.  She was devoted to women’s medical education until 1910; she died in Hastings, England.  

II. Autobiography

My Life  (By Ashley)

I was born in 1982.  When I was eight year old, I learned to play GO.  Since then, I have learned it for many years until now.  From 1992, I have been to America to study for about two years.  At that time, I was a small girl.  After I came back to Taiwan in 1994, I kept on studying hard just like everyone else.  Finally, I entered Fu-Jen Catholic University last year.  Now I also have a part-time job of teaching children to play GO.  I hope I can continue to learn many things and have a great college life here.

III. Diary

What happened to me today?  (By Steven)

What a terrible day I had today! First, my clock was broken in the morning, so I got up late at 9am.  I put on clothes quickly and went out in hurry.  When I got on bus, suddenly I found that I forgot to bring any changes, so I had to give the driver a note of one hundred dollars! Later, when I got to school, I entered a wrong class.  I stood there and saw everyone laughing at me and made me so embarrassed.  Finally, I arrived at my own class, but I forgot the paper to submit to my English teacher.  It was a very important assignment. What a shame! I must buy a new alarm clock!
























By their garbage shall they be known


As long ago as 1779 John Frere, MP Norwich, an English country gentleman, discovered at Hoxne, Suffolk, several bones from extinct animals associated with Stone Age flint implements.  He published his finding in 1800.  Frere’s report was not really appreciated for another 60 years.  But now Frere is known as the “founder of prehistoric archaeology”.                    (New Scientist)
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Exercise: Read and draw a simple time diagram





*This simple time diagram shows time (in this case, historical dates) in natural order in which information and events are easiest to understand.
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