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I. Introduction
A. The reasons why I didn’t stay home any more after I turned about 16

1. My high school life--     
2. Feeling ashamed because of being      
B. My family background

1. Housing--     
a. Teetering already when we moved in

b. Sweltering in summer

c.      
d. Plaster falling upon my face during sleeping

2. My mother—always doing housework as a full-time job at home without any fun

3. My father—working his head off in construction and shops to keep us well fed and educated    but ignoring his own needs
·      
4. Our social status—always remaining the lowest
C. The time when all these happened--     
II. Main Body

Thesis: The poverty of my family not only brought me shame and sheer sense of futility but made strong impact not only on my parents’ relationship but also on us children’s psyche, especially girls.

A. Psychological effects

1. Sense of futility

a. Fixing up the old house
i. Impossible 

a). Paint off when the roller going across the wall

b).      
ii. If possible, only      
iii. Even if one room improved, we might move out soon

b. Keeping the house clean—impossible to avoid dirty dishes and clothes stacked up
i. Cause

a).       
b). House deteriorating and lacking of basic facilities
i). No hot water

ii).      
iii)      
ii. Effect

a).      
b). Mom’s futility

2. Sense of shame on children, especially on girls
a. Children finding it hard to understand poverty

b.      
· e.g. the author’s personal experience about his reporting the meager Christmas gift he got after his affluent peers reporting their long lists of wonderful gifts

c. Girls felt greater pressure than boys, especially when growing older because:

i.      
ii. Girls having to “receive” their dates in a dirty hallway with broken windows, peeling wall paper and a cracked ceiling.

B. Effects on relationships

1. Crippling the relationships between parents and children in other families but not in mine

a. Children in other families often abused
b.      
2. Crippling the relationships between my parents regardless of their care for each other
a. The incident over a broken-down washing machine
i. Mama and daddy screaming at each other while daddy trying to fix up a washing machine broken down and while mama was washing school clothes in a washtub

ii. Later that night daddy standing right over Mama while she was asleep
iii.      
iv. Tears were dropping off his cheeks

b. Their ending--     
III. Conclusion
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