An Outline of "The Fine Art of Putting Things off"

Thesis:
We should sometimes put off what we can do today till tomorrow.
I. Introduction

It is evidenced that people do delay.

A. Historical figures famous for their delay

1.      
a.  putting off marrying his son's mother

b.  keeping important people like Dr. Johnson waiting for hours.

2. Quintus Fabius Maximus

a.      
b. putting off a battle

3.      
· putting off delivering Jehovah's edict to Pharaoh

4. Hamlet

B. Two contrastive types in the world

1.      
a.  preparing income taxes early

b.       
c.  serving dinner on time

2. Delayers

a. having dinner late

b. misplacing bills and paying the income tax late

c.      
d.      
II. Main body

People in every field delay and benefit from the delay.

A. In writing--creativity inspired and revived

1.  Jean Kerr,      
2.  Many a writer, focusing on trifles but writing

B. In military, diplomacy and the law--conflict delayed or resolved

1. A British proconsul, drinking rather than shooting when faced with an uprising

2.  A U.S. general in World War II,      
3.  Lawyers, postponing to make a will

C. In business--embarrassments and costly pay saved

· A bank vice president's experience--abundant data to be explored

D. In      --hasty decisions prevented

1. The design itself--legalism, compromise and reappraisal

2. The model--concentration

E. In      --the need reflected

1. Spanish--manana

2. Arabic--bukra fil mishmish

F. In      -- upon facing a blank page, agonies avoided 

1. A sociologist, writing 3 to 5 pages a day

2. Many of his friends, resorting to a variety of excuses to avoid facing a blank page

III. Conclusion

As either purposeful or subconscious procrastination is justifiable, we should sometimes put off till tomorrow what we can do today. 

A. Passive reasons

1. Avoiding problems

2.      
B. Positive reason

· More time for deliberation and improvement

a. the Parliamentary process

b. a variety of creations--     
· the construction of Blenheim Palace

C. Conclusion

1. Quotation from T. H. White

"     ."

2. Statement refuting Lord Chesterfield’s

     .

425
Page 2 of 2
A modification of Ms. Daphne Shuo-Yin Lin’s outline

Designed by Prof. Ching Ching Yi. English Department, Fu Jen Catholic University

