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Outline of “Mother Tongue”

I. Introduction

Thesis: Being a writer, with language as the tool of my trade, I use all the Englishes I grew up with.

A. Formal English (standard English learned in school)

1. occasions: giving a talk

2. features: ______________________________________________________________

3. e.g.: “______________________________” and “_____________________________”

B. Simple English (language of intimacy influenced by family talk)

1. occasions: _______________________________

2. e.g.: “Not waste money that way.”

C. Broken English (______________________________)

· E.g.: My mother’s talk about a political gangster in Shanghai

II. Main Body

Thesis: The different Englishes I grew up with have put me through a hard time.

A. People’s limited perception of my mother’s competence

1. her competence

a. reading the Forbes report and all of Shirley Maclain’s books easily

b. ________________________________________

c. _________________________________________

2. people’s perception

a. my friends’ response to her English

i. understanding 50%

ii. understanding 80%-90%

iii. __________________________

b. people’s negatively labeling her English--_________________________________________

· implications

i. lacking a certain wholeness and soundness

ii. being limited in every aspect

B. My limited perception of my mother

1. response—ashamed

2. perception—imperfect expression equal to imperfect thoughts

· e.g.: what happened in department stores, at banks and at restaurants

a. not taking her seriously

b. ____________________________________________

c. ______________________________________________

C. My mother’s own perception of her limitations

· My mother’s request of me making phone calls in her guise or a similar routine

· examples

1. ___________________________________________

2. my mother’s insistence on her doctor’s calling her daughter about a lost CAT scan

D. The resultant limitations imposed on me

1. my moderate results on achievement tests, IQ tests, and the SAT

· e.g.: scoring 60th or 70th percentile in English although achieving A’s in math and science

2. cause—while math is precise, answers to English questions are subject to personal experience

· examples

a. _______________________

b. word analogies

III. Conclusion

This linguistic deprivation prevails among Asian-American students; however, I, as rebellious in nature, have finally found my way out, using all the Englishes I grew up with.

A. Results shown in surveys--_________________________________________________________

B. My breakthrough

1. my first year in college--___________________________________

2. my pre-med years—a freelancer writing nonfiction

3. in 1985--______________________________

a. beginning with supposedly wittily crafted sentences

· e.g.: ______________________________________________________________

b. ending with all the Englishes I grew up with

i. _____________________________________________________

ii. _____________________________________________________

iii. “watered-down” English translated from my mom’s Chinese

iv. _____________________________________________________
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