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Outline of “My Wood”
I
Introduction

A. How to purchase a property

B. Focus of the essay—effects of owning a property

1. negation—not economic effect

2.      
Implicit thesis: “What’s the effect on me of my wood?”
II. Main Body

Thesis:
Owning a property may exercise four major negative effects on the owner.

A. Enormously stout and heavy

1. stout—not biblical interpretation, but realistic, chained effect since unable to move as a result of being bound by the property, 

2. heavy—not      
but      
B.      --larger

1. author’s personal experience

· his bird       his neighbor’s     nobody’s but its own

2. Ahab’s want rather than need for the vineyard

3.      
· e.g.: Happy Canute and happier Alexander

4. present extension beyond the earth

· e. g.      
C.      --to do something

1. seeming similarity to art—with the same restlessness to express

2. difference in motivations (e.g. the author’s personal experience)

a.      
b.      
3.      
· unable to manage materialism and carnality properly

D. Intensely selfish—to wall in and fence out

1. problem

a.       
· e.g.: blackberries, foxgloves, toadstools, brackens
b. litters thrown

· e.g.      
2. solution—wall in and fence out

·  e. g.      
III. Conclusion

Despite the quadruple crown of possession I shall weave upon my forehead, I shall eventually lose everything and feel emptiness.
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