Assignment 5-2 A. 

Landfilling
( 57% solid waste ( 28/68 sanitary landfills in Cuyahoga County 

     Landfills (new and better) regulated by the Ohio EPA
(                         designed by engineers 

                           good for surface & groundwater contamination 


Open dumps (past) 

( Landfills- adequate capacity - outside the county 

( 2 public facilities remain, others closed in Cuyahoga County 

                                 10 waste transfer stations 

     ------95% waste export (now)     shipment (collection vehicles, trailers, trucking trash)
                                  disposal facilities 
      ----- 20% waste export (1995) 
Recycling & Waste Reduction 

( Among Ohio’s leaders in reducing waste 

( Diverting 43% or 1525000 tons from landfill disposal 

( Key factor in success – county residents and business 
(700 recycling facilities & programs)
( Over past 10 years – curbside and drop-off recycling programs 

                   84% of household serviced by community 

 Composting 

( Management organic materials 

· 38 composting sites
· 116000 tons of organics into soil amendments and mulch   
Incineration 

( 1% handled in Cuyahoga County   
· hospitals 

· waste water treatments plants
· grocery stores 

· crematories 
( closed because of 

· stringent air pollution regulations 

· high maintenance and operation costs 

( Ohio in general – inexpensive landfill disposal replace waste incinerators                      

Assignment 5-2 B 

Where Your Trash Goes…and why it matters 

◆ before 1994- hired a trash hauler ..took trash ..to the Resource Recovery Facility 
in Newport 
◆ In 1994 – local government can not decide where to drop garbage 

(US Supreme Court) 
◆ Now – some waste dropped by haulers in Wisconsin or Iowa with lower cost 

Do I have a choice? 

◆ Yes, determine the destination for your trash 

· sign a contract with hauler or 

( undermine waste management programs 

( harm the environment and waste resources   

Are landfills a problem? 

◆ When landfills need to be cleaned up….

       ( people or businesses = potentially responsible party 

                          = pay for landfill clean up 

       ex. Governments in Ramsey and Washington Counties 

                            pay for landfills in Minnesota and Wisconsin 
◆ Trash haulers and landfills - offer “indemnification 

                             = promises to accept responsibility for liability

◆ but ..you = a PRP at every landfill that receives your waste 

             (under federal law) 

◆ Waste (to Ramsey/Washington County) reduced through a process of conserving resources 
        = very little goes to landfills 

        = meets the States of Minnesota’s standards for operations and financial protection 
How do I know where my trash is going? 

◆ told in written statement by trash hauler every year = law in Minnesota 

◆ if not, call hauler and ask for a copy

        call your County solid waste office 

                 651-773-4466 Michael in RamseyCounty

                 651-430-6714 Dan Schoepke in WashingtonCounty 

